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that men were happy to avail themselves
of any sources of occupation or excitement;
and the most readily attainable, were those
of hunting, racing, brandy pani drinking,
and cheroots. In those days, marriages
were uncommon in the Indian army; many
stations were altogether without female
society; and if an officer by chance became
a Benedict, the lady of his choice was pro-
bably an Indo-Briton, or a person of in-
ferior birth, uncompaniable and illiterate.

An important change is gaining ground,
which will doubtless exert its improving in-
fluences on the British, as well as the native
community of India. Novel ideas will be
constantly afforded; and resources of a use-
ful nature, will replace such as are merely
frivolous, or injudiciously expensive. The
lower steps in the great ladder of improve-
ment, are secured by the capabilities of
steam navigation. Bombay is now a mart
for every convenience and luxury required
by European residents; professors of the
fine arts are beginning to establish them-